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Abstract 

The present invention facilitates access to a restricted service related to secure 
transactions via a network. The present invention allows a user to select a minimum security 
level of authentication for its own login to a restricted service. The user's selected minimum 
security level of authentication may be registered in an authentication method system, so that 
the user must use the selected minimum security level for authentication in order to gain access 
to the restricted service. Alternatively, the user may specify that the selected minimum security 
level for authentication may be over-turned by the user, or optionally re-set to a new 
authentication method depending on the needs of the user. As such, the present invention 
allows the user the flexibility to select its own authentication method for accessing a restricted 
service. 
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